
MISCELLANEOUSNOTES

26. ONA MISIDENTIFICATION OF THE MUDDAUBERWASPPARASITE

MACROSIAGONFERRUGINEUM(FABRICIUS) (COLEOPTERA: RHIPIPHORIDAE)

IN INDIA

During the course of my doctoral research on the

phylogeny of the beetle family Rhipiphoridae, 1 found

Srinivasan et al. ’s ( 1 999) note on the rearing of a rhipiphorid

from the cells of eumenid wasps (Vespidae: Eumeninae) in

India. The report is of great interest as very little is known

about the bionomics and host preferences of rhipiphorids.

However, the authors make several errors that lessen the value

of this otherwise rare and important observation.

First and most importantly, the adult rhipiphorid

pictured in Srinivasan et al. ( 1 999) is not Metoecus paradoxus

(Linnaeus) as the authors state, but quite likely Macrosiagon

ferrugineurn (Fabricius) given its host, locality, and

colouration. Metoecus species are well known to be

parasitoids of eusocial vespid wasps (Vespidae: Vespinae)

(Heitmans and Peeters 1996, and references therein), not of

solitary wasps as Macrosiagon species are (Falin 2002). Also,

Metoecus paradoxus, a Palaearctic species, is unknown in

India though several Macrosiagon species, including

Macrosiagon ferrugineurn
,

are (Csiki 1913). Judging from the

authors’ description and the photograph, the beetle’s tawny

yellowish or reddish dorsal surface and black ventral aspects

are diagnostic of Macrosiagon ferrugineurn, a widespread

species found from southern Europe and northern Africa to

the Indian subcontinent (Csiki 1913).

Srinivasan et al. ( 1 999) are also incorrect in stating that

theirs is the first record of a rhipiphorid reared from eumenine

cells in India. Home and Smith (1872) reported rearing a

rhipiphorid beetle from a cell of Eumenes esuriens Fabricius

from northwest India. The parasitoid was determined only to

the genus Emenadia (= Macrosiagon), though again, judging

from the illustration provided, I believe this to be another

example of Ma. ferrugineurn. Chobaut (1891) reared this

species under the name Emenadia flabellata (Fabricius) from

Odynerus spp. (Vespidae: Eumeninae) cells in France; it

appears that this species parasitizes several related eumenid

wasps in India as well.

Lastly, I cannot comment on the accuracy of the

bionomic data provided by Srinivasan et al. (1999). However,

I must add that contrary to the authors, rhipiphorids in the

genera Macrosiagon and Rhipiphorus routinely successfully

parasitize hymenopteran larvae within closed cells by using

their mandibles to chew through the cell wall upon eclosion.

True, they are occasionally trapped, particularly if the mud

cells are unnaturally dried and hardened after being held in

artificial laboratory conditions. Perhaps this is the

phenomenon experienced by the authors.

I do not disparage the authors of their work. Rather,

I encourage them and anyone to research the subject

further and to continue reporting new information. Carefully

reported collecting localities and dates, determination of

host species, and other such bionomic facts regarding

rhipiphorids would all be important and interesting addi-

tions to our knowledge of them. Rhipiphorids remain a

fascinating yet poorly understood component of the Indian

biota.
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